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 Grahamvale Primary School 

Hi families, 

Following on from my catch up with some parents last week, please see our 
term calendar added in this newsletter. This was just one of the suggestions 
from the group. Some events do pop up at short notice occasionally, so I will 
endeavour to update this each week. 
 

HOUSE ATHLETICS SPORTS 

Our annual House Athletics Day is fast approaching. Mrs Thompson & Mr 
Harrold have been assisting our students in learning the necessary skills for 
this event. Days like this cannot happen without the help of our wonderful 
parents & carers. Please see a call out for volunteers in this newsletter and 
consider if this could be you. I’m looking forward to my first GPS House   
Athletics Day which I’m sure will be filled with lots of House Spirit!! 
 

NEW PLAYGROUND 

An update on our proposed new playground to replace the tired looking  
colourful playground. We have had a few designs submitted by some      
companies. We are now just waiting for some suggested changes to be made 
to original designs and new quotes created. We are aiming to have a         
decision made in the next few weeks and hoping removal of current        
playground and installation of the new one to occur in the mid year holiday 
break (end of June). There is currently a 3-4 month wait time for production 
& installation to occur. The old saying, ‘good things come to those who wait’ 
is certainly in play here. Watch this space. 
 

FOUNDATION PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 

We are holding information sessions for our current Foundation parents/
carers to explain how we teach reading at GPS. These sessions will be       
presented by Karen Mellington & Kellie Coghlan. Part of the session will also 
be about how our parents can be classroom helpers. We hope to see many 
parents there! 

Friday 17th March @ 9am 

Tuesday 21st March @ 7pm (only need to attend one session) 

Sessions will be in our library. 

EASTER RAFFLE 

Our Parents Club are organising our Easter raffle. We are putting a call out 
for families to donate an item such as Easter Eggs, Easter Bunnies or Easter 
Items. Can these please be donated by Thursday 30th March. Raffle Tickets 
were handed out today! 

Newsletter Date: 
March 9th 2023 

 

KEY DATES AHEAD: 

MON 13TH MARCH     

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

WED 15TH MARCH 

NAPLAN BEGINS YR 3 & 5 

 

THURS 16TH MARCH 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 

MON 27TH MARCH    

FIRST SCHOOL COUNCIL     

MEETING 

 

FRI 31ST MARCH       

HOUSE ATHLETICS  
 

THURS 6TH APRIL         

PUPIL FREE DAY                           
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

Next Tuesday March 14th Ballot Forms will be 
sent home to vote for School Council. 

 

All families are encouraged to vote! 

 

Voting will close March 20th 

Do you need to access before or after 
school care for your child? 

Grahamvale Primary School is now using 
Their Care as their service provider. 

Please register at: 

www.theircare.com.au 

 

FRUITY 
POPS ON 

SALE     
EVERY 

DAY FOR 
50 CENTS  



  

 

 

Term 1 Calendar 
2023 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
NAPLAN GRADES 3 & 5 

Our students begin NAPLAN testing on Wednesday 15th March. The 
testing period is over 10 days.  

Thank you to our Parents Club who are organising a celebration  
breakfast of pancakes for our students to signal the end of NAPLAN 

testing on Friday 24th March! 
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Grahamvale is hosting its House Athletics Sports on Friday 31st 
March at the Athletics track. Each year we require the      

support of parents to help us make the day a success. If you 
are able to assist with taking a year level of students to each 
event (9am until approx. 1pm) can you please let Zara at the   

office know via phone or email.  

 

Even if you are only able to help for a couple of hours that 
would be fantastic. If you have more than one child at school 
and you want to split your time between two groups that is    

fine, please indicate that when you reply.  

 

You will not be required to run an event, just ensure that the 
students move from one event to the next and line up for their 
turn. Where possible, there will be more than one parent with 

each group. You will be required to have a current Working 
with Children’s Check. If you are unsure of what is required, 

please contact me at the school. 

 

Stacey Thompson. 

Parent Helpers House 

Athletics Sports 
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Grahamvale Primary School 

85 Grahamvale Road, 

Grahamvale 3631 

Phone: 58214219 

Email: grahamvale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum 
standards for all Victorian early childhood services 
and schools, to ensure they are well prepared to 
protect children from abuse and neglect.             
The standards provide a framework for schools to 
review existing policies and practices and all other 
aspects of child safety, to ensure a ‘Zero Tolerance’           
approach to any form of child abuse.                    
You can access our policy on the school’s website. 

Before School Drop Off 

A friendly reminder that students are not to be dropped off before 8:30am. 

The school yard isn’t supervised before this time making it unsafe for students to be out there alone. 

If for any reason you need to drop off your child before 8:30am, please send them to the front office. 

 

Book Club brochures have been sent home 
this week. Orders are due back by Friday 

March 10th. Payment can be made by cash or 
credit card. Credit card payments can be 

made either on-line (using the LOOP system) 
or by phone. The school receives 20%     

commission on any purchases in rewards. 
From this we are able to add many resources 

to the library for the direct benefit of staff 
and students. 
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Grahamvale Primary School Easter Raffle 2023 

 

 

This year the Parents Club will be running an Easter Raffle    

Fundraiser. Each student will receive a sheet of tickets to sell to 

family and friends. Tickets are just $1 each.  To help, we ask that 

each family donate an item such as Easter Eggs, Easter Bunnies or 

other Easter Items for the prizes. Please send any donations with 

your child and they can drop them into the office.  If  anyone has 

any baskets to donate to present the prizes in, they would be  

greatly appreciated. Please contact the office for additional tickets 

to be sent home with your child. 

 

Please return tickets and money to the office by  

Friday 31st March.  

 

The Raffle will be drawn Tuesday 4th April! 

 

Thank you for supporting our Easter Raffle Fundraiser. 

  

(Please see attachement on Schoolstream post with a link to the raffle tickets if you are wanting to 

print more from home) 
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The Resilience Project is committed to teaching positive mental health strategies to  

prevent mental ill-health and build young people’s capacity to deal with adversity.     

One of the areas that students will work on is Gratitude. Here is an activity to try at 

home. 

Gratitude 
Working on gratitude helps us to be thankful and appreciate what we have in our lives, rather than focusing on 
what we don’t have or what we want. When we practise being grateful, we start to scan the world to look for 
positives – this only takes 21 days! Practising gratitude every day increases our levels of energy, helps us to feel 
happier and more focused, determined and optimistic. It even helps us have a better sleep, lowers levels of anx-
iety and depression and we are less likely to get sick. So many benefits – let’s all try to be grateful for the things 
and people in our lives every day! 
 
Whole Family Activity: 
Gratitude Scavenger Hunt 
● As a family create a scavenger hunt list of things that make you happy or you are grateful for. You can make 
your own list or use the examples below: 
● Something that makes you happy 
● Something you love to smell 
● Something you enjoy looking at 
● Something that is your favourite colour 
● Something you like in nature 
● Something that is useful for you 
• Each member of the family uses the list, and has to find as many things as they can. 
• You can hunt for things inside or outside, or both. You can hunt for real things, or you can also do this using 
magazines or pictures from the internet. 
• After a set amount of time hunting, come back together, have a look at what each person 
collected and let them explain why they are grateful for each item. 
 
Family Habit Builder: 
Every night at dinner, have each person talk about their favourite thing about that day. 
 

Check out their website for more information: https://theresilienceproject.com.au/  and check out 
TRP@HOME; a place filled with inspiration and activities for the whole family, to help improve your 
wellbeing and build resilience. https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/. 
Please see the attached flyer for details on The Resilience Project Community session to be held on 

Wednesday 29th March at Westside. This is a free event but you need to register to attend.  

 

Any questions regarding The Resilience Project please contact Suzanne Watts at school. 
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Time to Register for Footy!!!! 
 
Its time to register for football at Eastern Rangers!  The registration portal is now live and you are able to    
register to play.  At this stage we are registering everybody to the club and allocation to teams will happen   
later in the term after we have had some training sessions.  The link to the Play HQ can be found after the   
following important information!!! 
 
Somethings to remember: 
 
Age Groups 
 
There has been changes to age groups. Currently we will have two teams with the following coaches: 
 
Under 10 - Brad Simpson 
Under 12 - Nicholas Bamford 
 
We will look at having an under 9’s team if we have enough registrations (and pending availability of a coach 
etc).  
 
Club Fees 
 
Fees to play football have been set at $100 (same as last year).  This is needs to be paid at the time of          
registration. 
 
Other Costs 
 
Players need to supply: Shorts, socks, boots and mouthguard. (We are hoping to have short and socks       
available - will let you know asap) 
 
The club provides the players jumper and helmets are available. 
 
What's Next: 
 
Training sessions will run on either Wednesday or Thursday (subject to ground availability).  Our first training 
session will be in a couple of weeks. More details to follow.  
 
We ask that you register as soon as possible as this will help us to figure out if we will require additional 
teams.  
 
Register here: https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%
2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%
7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%
7C638138640813869933%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%
7C%7C%7C&sdata=LaCemFHQBmKgcbYOsCMeKnzTlPAURNeR45s78ZVp4BI%3D&reserved=0 
 
Please feel free to contact club president, Nicholas Bamford with any questions: 0438 004 074. 
 
Regards 

Nick   

9 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F28bc2e&data=05%7C01%7CZara.Jenkins%40education.vic.gov.au%7C276f604220fd4109999c08db1fb67a26%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138640813869933%7C


9 



 

Students of the week 
 


