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GRAHAMVALE              

NEWSLETTER    
Week Three – 20th February 2025 
 

Hi families, 

We have had a busy first four weeks of 2025! I am pleased with how our students have settled into the routines 

and expectations of their new year level and new social connections are being forged. Recently we have 

welcomed some new families to GPS, transferring from other local schools, Melbourne and interstate. I trust 

they will enjoy a positive experience with us. 

Fun Run  

As you are now aware, our major fundraiser for the year has 

kicked off! Our Fun Run will be at The Victoria Park Lake on 

Friday 28th March from 9:15am-10:45am. We are looking 

forward to transforming our courtyard space. From the 

photo you can see it is currently a basic space, so we have 

plans to revamp it with a variety of seating options and 

gardens for our students to enjoy in a quiet, calm area. We 

have lots of ideas, but what transpires will depend on the 

success of our fundraising! 

If you are yet to create a fundraising profile page for your 

child/ren, please scan the QR code on the flyer in this 

newsletter edition. We are using a company called Go Raise It for our online fundraising. If you would prefer to 

make donations in cash, please see our Business manager, Michelle Ball. Thanks to Rebel Shepparton who are 

supporting our school with this event. A list of student prizes can also be found on the flyer. 

Volunteers needed for Fun Run 

To make this whole school event take place with the highest level of safety, we require at least 30 adult helpers. 

Please contact the office to place your name on the list of helpers. Our Parents Club will be in contact with 

further details closer to the date of the Fun Run. Most volunteer roles are standing/sitting around the course, 

supporting and encouraging our students along the way in a fun atmosphere. 

Meet the Teacher conferences feedback 

We are always aiming to be the best we can be and this usually comes from receiving feedback on current 

practices. 

Earlier this week a survey link was sent out to parents via Compass to gather your opinions about our meet the 

teacher conferences. There are only 2 questions that should take no more than 1 minute to complete. We 

value your feedback! Here is the link again: 

https://forms.gle/bCZ7Dwrr4i6unNK49 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FbCZ7Dwrr4i6unNK49&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Simpson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd9b749babcff41e1c5a708dd4fa686fb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638754298822745826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8C%2BkCsGNH9GBgNE06Xm20poiRQqshaNPad9Q5wLc7jM%3D&reserved=0
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2026 Foundation students 

We are in early planning mode for next year already. If you have a child starting school in 2026, please call the 

office to place their name on our list. 

We have school tours coming up also. Please share these with any family or friends looking for a school for 

2026 and inform them to call our office to secure a spot. The tours will be kept to small numbers and places fill 

quickly. 

School tour dates/times are: 

Tuesday 25th March – 9:15am and 10:15am. 

Thursday 27th March – 9:15am and 10:15am. 

Monday 31st March – 9:15am and 10:15am. 

Wednesday 2nd April – 12:15pm and 1pm. 

Monday 28th April – 9:15am and 10:15am. 

Wednesday 30th April – 12:15pm and 1pm. 
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Introducing our Wellbeing Leader – Suzanne Watts 

Mrs Watts has held a variety of roles during her time at GPS. She is excited to 

be taking on the role of Wellbeing Leader, in addition to teaching in Year 4 

Coghlan on Tuesdays.  

Mrs Watts’ role is about promoting a whole-school approach to the wellbeing 

of our students, staff and families. She will be supporting our teachers to 

implement evidence-based wellbeing programs across the school. Mrs Watts 

will also be leading the implementation of School-Wide Positive Behaviour 

Support with our Wellbeing team. Mrs Watts will coordinate referral pathways 

to internal and external wellbeing supports where required. Your child’s 

classroom teacher should be your first point of contact for any wellbeing 

concerns, who will then liaise with Mrs Watts. 

 
Congratulations Kamsi!  
 
A big congratulations to Kamsi Ozoh for her recent achievements in 
athletics. On the 1st February Kamsi travelled to Bendigo to the State 
Combined Events for Athletics, where she competed in 5 different events. 
Kamsi’s events were: 

• Long jump – 1st place (jumping a distance of 4.04m)  
• 70m sprint – 5th place 
• 60m hurdles – 3rd place  
• 800m run – 2nd place  
• Shot put – 6th place  

 
After each event, organisers add up all the competitor’s points. Kamsi 
received the highest number of points for her age group over the day, 
being awarded a gold medal for her efforts. A tremendous achievement 
Kamsi! 
 

 

NAPLAN - National Assessment Program Literacy & Numeracy 

Our Year 3 & Year 5 students will participate in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Numeracy 

assessments over a 2 week period. Our teachers will be practicing what test conditions look like in the 

classroom leading up to the testing period and completing some practice tests as a whole class and 

individually. Students will need their iPad fully charged each day and headphones. 

If you would like to complete some practice tests at home with you child, please utilise the Public 

Demonstration Site NAP - Public demonstration site 

 

 

 

 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
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Dates to Remember 

February  Wednesday 26  No Foundation Students 

March Monday 3 School Council AGM  

 Wednesday 5 House Lunch 

 Friday 7 Pupil Free Day 

 Monday 10 Public Holiday – Labour Day 

 Wednesday 12 NAPLAN Begins – Year 3 and 5 

 Friday 14 School Photos 

 Monday 24 Harmony Day  

 Friday 28 Fun Run – Victoria Park Lake 

April Friday 4 Last Day Term 1 – 2:20pm dismissal 

 Tuesday 22 Pupil Free Day 

 Wednesday 23 First Day Term 2 

 Thursday 24 Cross Country – Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 

 Friday 25 Public Holiday- ANZAC Day 

May Mon 5 Tue 6 Wed 7 Thu 8 Fri 9 Swimming Program- Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 Monday 12 Pupil Free Day 

 Tue 13 Wed 14 Thu 15 Fri 16 Swimming Program- Foundation, Year 1 and 2 

 Monday 26 House Lunch 

June Wednesday 4 Junk Yard Beats- Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 Monday 9 Public Holiday- King’s Birthday 

 Friday 16 Region Cross Country 

July  Friday 4 Last Day Term 2 – 2:20pm dismissal 

 Monday 21 First Day Term 3 

August Wednesday 6 Pupil Free Day 

 Friday 22 House Athletics Day- McEwen Reserve 

September Thursday 18  School Concert - Eastbank 

 Friday 19 Last Day Term 3 - 2:20pm dismissal 

October  Monday 6 First Day Term 4 

 Tuesday 7 Interschool Aths- Year 6 

 Wednesday 8 Interschool Aths- Year 5 

 Thursday 9 Interschool Aths- Year 4 

 Friday 10 Interschool Aths- Year 3 

 Monday 13 Division Athletics 

 Wed 15 Thu 16 Fri 17 Year 3 Camp – Camp Kookaburra 

 Wed 15 Thu 16 Fri 17 Year 4 Camp – Camp Wyuna 

 Mon 20 Tue 21 Wed 22 Year 5 Camp- Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

November Monday 3 Pupil Free Day 

 Tuesday 4 Public Holiday- Melbourne Cup 

 Thursday 6 House Lunch 

 Mon 10 Tue 11 Wed 12 Year 6 Camp- Melbourne  

 Thursday 13  Year 1 Late Stay 

  Year 2 Sleepover 
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2025 School Photos 

 

 

 

Working with Children’s Check  

Volunteers make a valuable and important contribution to our school throughout the year assisting with the 

many excursions, camps, and activities we offer to students. We invite members of our school community to 

participate in these activities when they arise, which require all volunteers to hold a current Working with 

Children Clearance. If you are considering volunteering for school activities, we suggest you apply for a 

clearance at no charge using the link below.  Once you receive your clearance please provide details to the 

school in readiness for future events. 

 

To apply for a Working with Children’s Check 

log on to:  

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-

children 

 

 

 

 

December Friday 12 Final Assembly 

 Friday 19 Last day Term 4 – 1:20pm dismissal 

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children


Page | 6                               Respect    Personal Best    Teamwork    Community 

Students of the week 

Congratulations to last week’s students of the week. Terrific way to start the year! 

 

Junior School Council  

Congratulations to this year’s Junior School Council Reps, Estelle, Remi, Milla, Phoenix, Porsha, Meiah and 

Cooper. 
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Lunch Orders 

Reminder that lunch orders start tomorrow, Friday 8th February. These are to be ordered before 

7:30am on Friday, using the external Qkr app- please follow instructions below on how to 

order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 8                               Respect    Personal Best    Teamwork    Community 

 

 



Page | 9                               Respect    Personal Best    Teamwork    Community 

 

 



Page | 10                               Respect    Personal Best    Teamwork    Community 

School Reporters 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students  

This year must be the year of the threes, we had three new trainees and now three new teachers who are very 

excited to be spending the year with Grahamvale Primary School. 

 

Miss Bryant 

Full Name: Jessica Vivien Bryant  

Age: 38 

Birthday: 12 May 1986 

Birthplace: Auckland, New Zealand  

Ethnicity: Australian- New Zealand 

Past Jobs: Teacher in Vietnam and Euroa, many Offices  

Working Class: Year 3 Bryant  

Pets: 2 Cats, Esmae and Goblin 1 Dog Reign  

Favourite Travels: Vietnam  

 

 

 

Miss Bell  

Full Name: Rachel Joy Bell 

Age: 24 

Birthday: 25 January 2001 

Birthplace: Carlton, Melbourne  

Ethnicity: Australian/ Albanian  

Past Jobs: Nurse, Pharmacy Assistant  

Working Class: Year 5 Bell 

Pets: 2 Dogs Bouncer and Arlo 

Favourite Travels: Darwin, NT Cairns, NT 
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Mr Johnson  

Full Name: Dean Leigh Johnson  

Age: 32 

Birthday: 6 November 1992 

Birthplace: Melbourne, Sunshine Hospital 

Ethnicity: Maui, Scottish English  

Past Jobs: Big W Employee, Footy Player 

Working Class: Year 2 Johnson 

Pets: Dog Bailey Fish Merlo and a Gecko named Gecko 

Favorite Travels: Italy, Thailand 

 

They are ecstatic to be wonderful school community  

 

Sincerely your school reporters, Remi and Indiana. 
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