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GRAHAMVALE              

NEWSLETTER    
Week Nine - 19th June 2025 
 

Hi families, 

We are well into winter now! I will take this opportunity to remind families that students are required to wear 

full school uniform. This can include a plain navy beanie. I recommend students wearing more layers 

underneath their school uniform to keep themselves warm. Please also label every piece of clothing, as we are 

finding many unnamed items after play times. 

Year 6 Melbourne excursion 

Yesterday and today our Year 6 students are travelling to Melbourne to participate in 

‘The Huddle’, which is based at North Melbourne Football Club. Students will 

collaborate to think critically and solve challenges as teams in a variety of STEM 

activities. We look forward to hearing about their experience at our next assembly. 

Rice Drive success! 

Shepparton Foodshare’s inaugural ‘Great Rice Drive’ goal 

was to collect enough rice to provide 25,000 culturally 

appropriate rice-based meals for local people.  I am 

excited to inform you that with the support of many 

organisation and community groups in the Goulburn 

Valley, including our school, Foodshare smashed their 

goal!  Total rice donations of 5,542 kilograms were received, or the equivalent of 44,336 rice-based meals! 

Helping our children to understand the feeling of disappointment 

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, Adolescent Psychologist and author of 14 books wrote an article in the Age newspaper 

on 2 June 2025, titled ‘Leave concierge parenting at the door to help children’. He believes that young people 

need to experience and learn from disappointment. As parents/carers, we are often quick to shield our children 

when things don’t go to plan for them. As adults, we know that our lives will be made up of lots of positive 

experiences, but also disappointments along the way – that’s life. 

The result of this concierge parenting going too far is a generation less equipped to handle life’s inevitable 

disappointments. So, the next time your child doesn’t get much game time on the court or field, or doesn’t 

receive the academic grades they believe they have earned, I encourage you to support them, but let them 

struggle for a period of time, then discuss their feelings, and provide strategies to help them to see past the 

disappointment. 

Recently, our Year 4-6 students participated in the Department of Education’s ‘Attitudes to School’ survey. Part 

of this was questions aimed at finding out how our students ‘bounce back’ from disappointment. For many 

students, this would have been the first time they have thought about this concept. 

Please see the article in this newsletter edition, which has some advice on how to use these opportunities as 

vital learning for the development of our young people. 
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Dates to Remember 

July  Friday 4 Last Day Term 2 - 2:20pm dismissal 

  Pyjama Day 

 Monday 21 First Day Term 3 

 Thursday 31 Recycled Materials - STEM Incursion 

August Wednesday 6 Pupil Free Day 

 Tuesday 12 House Lunch 

 Wednesday 13 Foundation 100 days of school 

 Thursday 14 Bendigo Gold Mine excursion - Year 5 

 Friday 22 House Athletics Day - McEwen Reserve 

 Mon 25 Wed 27 Thu 28 Student Led Conferences  

September Thursday 4 Year 3 Legoland excursion  

 Wed 10 Thu 11 Fri 12 Year 4 Camp - Camp Phillip Island  

 Thursday 18  School Concert - Eastbank 

 Friday 19 Last Day Term 3 - 2:20pm dismissal 

October  Monday 6 First Day Term 4 

 Tuesday 7 Interschool Aths - Year 6 

 Wednesday 8 Interschool Aths - Year 5 

 Thursday 9 Interschool Aths - Year 4 

 Friday 10 Interschool Aths - Year 3 

 Monday 13 Division Athletics 

 Tuesday 14  Brave hearts - Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 

 Wed 15 Thu 16 Fri 17 Year 3 Camp - Camp Kookaburra 

 Mon 20 Tue 21 Wed 22 Year 5 Camp - Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

November Monday 3 Pupil Free Day 

 Tuesday 4 Public Holiday - Melbourne Cup 

 Thursday 6 House Lunch 

 Mon 10 Tue 11 Wed 12 Year 6 Camp - Melbourne  

 Thursday 13  Year 1 Late Stay 

  Year 2 Sleepover 

December Thursday 4 2026 Student Leaders Assembly  

 Friday 12 Final Assembly 

 Monday 15 Year 6 Graduation - GV Hotel 

 Friday 19 Last day Term 4 - 1:20pm dismissal 
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Students of the week 

Congratulations to last week’s students of the week. Keep up the great work for the last few weeks of the term! 

 

 

State School Relief  

State Schools Relief (SSR) is a not-for-profit organisation that works closely with all Government schools across 

Victoria. Each year SSR provides assistance to thousands of families experiencing disadvantage by supplying 

new school uniform items and footwear. 

Students eligible to receive the Prep 2025 Autumn/Winter Uniform Package must be a Camps, Sports and 

Excursion Fund (CSEF) recipient. 

Applications can be found at the school and will close at the end of Term 3, 2025. Any questions, please 

contact business manager Michelle Ball. 

 

 

ICAS Testing  

If your child would like to participate in ICAS assessments parents are to sign 

directly with ICAS for the tests.  

If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Watts through the school.  
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School Reporters  

Dear Parents/ Guardians and Students, 

Two weeks ago our year 3 to 6 students watched a performance by Junkyard Beats. They performed music 

using recycled material to make instruments and at the end the audience got to play some instruments too. 

Here are what some students thought of it. 

Year 3  

Jono: “I liked how they recycled instruments and the kitchen scene while they made food and made music 

using lots of stuff. They also used cardboard boxes to make music and Kobye was very clumsy with all the 

stuff.” 

Bhagesh: “They used drums made from junk. I got to play the bucket drums, I also liked the shakers made out 

of rice. 

 

Year 4:  

Tasi: “It was very loud but it was good at the same time. I played the drum it was made a out of a bucket and I 

liked how the guy told us what to play on the drum.” 

Zara: “It was amazing I was kind of shocked. And I played the shaker it was made from a bottle and filled with 

rice.” 

 

Year 5:  

Melah: “I thought it was going to be boring but it was actually very cool and interactive with the audience and 

were very synchronised when playing drums. They were very talented and I very much enjoyed it. I played a 

shaker and found it difficult but can always improve.” 

Milan: “It was really loud and all the instruments were made a out of junk we all got instruments to play with I 

play the shaker it was made out of a plastic bottle and rice.” 

 

Year 6: 

Landon: “It was nice and extremely loud, I thought it was quite creative. I used the bottle and the rice. 

Tanya: “I liked Junkyard Beats because of the kitchen scene and how they all work together as a team to make 

music. I also liked how we got involved at one point to make music and I had the shakers. 

 

Everyone had a great time and really enjoyed it. 

Sincerely, 

Remi and Indiana  
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